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inspirational preaching
great fellowship
shared teamwork
Pilgrimage
The point of travelling is not
To arrive but to return home
Laden with pollen you shall work up
Into honey the mind feeds on.
R.S.Thomas
The concept of pilgrimage crosses continents, faiths and time, it is both a useful metaphor and an enjoyable
reality. A pilgrimage is defined as a journey to a holy place, usually but not always, on foot.
When I take a baptism I refer to the candidate as embarking on the pilgrim journey of life and I use the opportunity
to remind everyone present that they too are at a particular place on their own pilgrim journey of life and faith.
Storytellers whether in books, films or theatre use the idea of pilgrimage of interior or exterior journeys that
change the protagonist, it is a familiar device, so familiar that in my family the cliché is reduced to ‘and all along
the answer was inside them’. In other words you can travel to the ends of the earth but the change and learning
comes from within. That’s what I like about R.S.Thomas’ four line poem at the start of this piece, with beautiful
simplicity he suggests that we travel in order to return with new experiences and new insights to mull over when
we get back home.
Some of you will have seen and studied the film ‘The Way’ which formed the basis of our 2018 Lent Course and
which gave me the impetus for this pilgrimage, talking about walking and pilgrimage was fascinating but it also
gave some of us itchy feet! So next year in the month of May I am leading a one week pilgrimage for both
parishes; it will not take us far from home because we will be walking the ancient pilgrim path from Chaldon to
Canterbury, just one section of the whole which actually starts in Winchester progresses via Southwark and
which of course passes close by our very own pilgrim church of St Peter and St Paul’s.
The plan is to leave after the 11.15am service at Chaldon on Sunday May 12 th and walk through the afternoon,
continuing each day for 5 and days covering approximately 15 miles per day.
The full itinerary is yet to be worked out, but the beauty of this pilgrim route is that some can do the whole thing,
some can join for a day or half day or maybe join us for a mealtime along the way. Each day will start and finish
with worship and each night will be spent in church accommodation on or close to our route.
For sure there will be fun, for sure there will be blisters, for sure there will be rain……and if you book early, for
sure the final night will be spent in the Lodge which stands inside Canterbury Cathedral precinct. We hope to
have access to the cathedral after it is closed to the public for a candlelit pilgrimage led by Canon Clare Edwards
and on Saturday morning we can attend Eucharist in the crypt before returning home.
The one booking that individuals should make asap is for Canterbury Cathedral Lodge on Friday May 17 th, there
are currently rooms available but it does fill up quickly so if you are interested in that part of the journey you
should go online and book at: www.canterburycathedrallodge.org or phone 01227 865350.
If the walking is not for you, but you would like to support the pilgrimage in other ways by helping with the
transport, the logistics or in any other way, then please do let me know because this whole venture will involve
teamwork. I really hope that as many people as possible will find ways of being involved in our 2019 Parish
Pilgrimage so that as many of us as possible will return home with pollen to make honey to feed both mind and
spirit, and stories to share with those who care to listen!
Rev Helen

Services During August

Date for your Diary
Tuesday 11th September
St Luke’s Church at 5.30pm

Sunday 5th August 10th Sunday After Trinity
8.00am BCP Eucharist
9.30am All Age Eucharist

A Talk on Airman’s Corner by the War Graves
Commission More details to follow

Sunday 12th August 11th Sunday After Trinity
9.30am Eucharist

CORAL ALGAR
It is with sadness that we must write that Coral Algar
passed away suddenly but peacefully on Saturday
21st July. She spent most of her 88 years living and
working in and around Whyteleafe and was a lively and
cheerful member of our congregation.
Her family invite all to join them at her funeral to celebrate
her life at St Luke’s Church on Wednesday 29th August
at 11.30am.

Sunday 19th August 12th Sunday After Trinity
9.30am Eucharist
Sunday 26th August 13th Sunday After Trinity
9.30am Eucharist
Sunday 2nd Sept 14th Sunday After Trinity
8.00am BCP Eucharist
9.30am All Age Eucharist
During the Summer, Inklings & Tuesday Evening
Conversation & Compline will be taking a break.
Restarting again in September.

MOSSY CHURCH
For two Thursdays in August Chaldon Church will
be offering Mossy Church Chaldon's very own
'Forest Church'. Come along and join them for their
weekday mid-morning eucharist followed by
outdoor activities and a picnic lunch.
Where:
When:

St Peter and St Paul's, Chaldon
Thursday August 9th
Thursday August 16th
10.30am to lunchtime.

Contact Rev Helen for more details.

The Inklings
Sundays 9.30am
Back on September 9th

Surrey Churches Preservation Trust
2018 RIDE AND STRIDE
Saturday 8 September
This annual event run by Surrey Churches
Preservation Trust raises funds for the Trust and for
St Luke’s. Bike riders and walkers are sponsored to
visit as many participating churches as possible in
one day and the money raised is split between the
Trust and St Luke’s.
The Trust gives grants for the restoration and repair
of buildings for Christian worship. St Luke’s has
benefited in the past from generous grants towards
the refurbishment of the organ and replacement of
water pipes and more recently for the re-ordering.
If you would like to take part either as a walker or as
a cyclist please contact Diane on 020 8660 5341 or
e-mail
andrewthorpe5341@btinternet.com
for
sponsorship forms and details of participating
churches, suggested routes, maps etc.
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am

Tuesday Conversation and Communion
7.30pm
4th Sept

Wholeness & Healing Eucharist

The start of a series entitled ' Images of God'
11th Sept The Emperor Image
18th Sept The Cruciform Image
25th Sept The Partnership Image

At 8.30am on Wednesday Morning all members of
Caterham Churches are welcome to join the
Caterham Churches Together Morning Prayer.
In August on Wednesday mornings they are
meeting at Chaldon Church led by Rev Helen
Burnett.

Greenbelt Aug 24th -27th from Rev Helen
Caterham Foodbank
requires
•
•
•

POWDERED MILK
LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE
TEA & TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS

•

PLEASE LEAVE DONATIONS IN THE
CHURCH PORCH

This is a 4 day festival of faith, music, art and peace and
justice. I have had to miss the festival for the last 3 years
but will be back in my tent this year. It is a place where I
find food for my soul and there is fun for all the family. If
you think you might like to give it a try it is perfect for all
ages and families , just grab me for a chat and I'll fill you
in or look online at: www.greenbelt.org.uk

